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Federal Budget Issues This Year

• Appropriations (or “discretionary” programs)
– Need funding annually
– Fiscal year starts Oct 1

• Farm bill
– SNAP reauthorization

• Year-end tax package
– Chance to expand the Child Tax Credit
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Federal Spending by Program
FY 2023
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Non-defense Discretionary Spending
FY 2023
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Appropriations

• Debt limit agreement set funding levels
– Roughly a freeze for non-defense

• Senate bills largely following the agreement
• House bills cut non-defense well below deal
– Plus include controversial “culture war” riders

• Path to avoid government shutdown (Oct 1) and 
then finalize bills looks rocky
– Funding will be tight
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SNAP / Farm Bill

• SNAP helps over 40 m people put food on the 
table each month; two-thirds are children.

• Debt limit bill expanded SNAP work requirements, 
provided some exemptions, thru 2030.

• Most SNAP participants that can work do work.
– Research shows work requirements do little to 

increase work or earnings but increase hardship. 
• Some Rs seeking more cuts to SNAP.
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Year-end tax package

• Interest in restoring corporate tax breaks that 
recently lapsed

• Pressure to ensure any year-end tax package 
also include support for families and kids by 
expanding Child Tax Credit
– Under current law, 19 m children are in families 

with incomes too low to receive the full credit
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